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Image Peter Coulls 

Looking down Cubbington Road 

 The image is from around the 1900s. 

The houses on the left still exist. The 

entrance to the current Primary School 

would be by the tree in the centre of the 

image. Beyond the tree can be seen the 

“Miser’s” Cottage and Grange Farm.  

The group of three figures on the right 

hand pavement are near the junction 

with Vicarage Road.  

The figures were carefully grouped by 

the photographer. Spot the police officer 

in the group with the pram. An article 

about Lillington’s police officers will 

appear in our November edition. 

 

Lillington Local 
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THE SMELLS OF CHILDHOOD 

 

It is amazing how a sudden smell can bring a childhood memory 

flooding back.  

 

VERY EARLY MEMORIES 

 

Meat stew in the Bristol British Restaurant, steam and smoke from a 

first railway journey at the age of 5, in 1943, and my “escape” from the 

London bombing to a farm in Devon. Plough horses steaming as they 

dry. 

 

 HOME MEMORIES 

 

Grandma’s fearsome outside [earth] toilet in a Lincolnshire village. 

 

Coal smoke. Everywhere you went; a part of life. Scorching newspaper, 

when my father held a sheet of newspaper across the front of the fire to get a better draught. 

Our job was to watch the ever increasing brown scorch marks at the bottom of the 

newspaper, and to tell him when to pull it away before the paper burst into 

flames. Coal dust when there was a delivery; counting the sacks. 

 

Paraffin. The portable heater put into the bathroom on bath nights to 

combat the sub-arctic cold of winter. 

 

New mown grass; dried grass on the mower when you opened the garden 

shed door.  

 

SCHOOL MEMORIES 

 

Walking to school. The smell of stale beer and tobacco when the pubs opened all their doors 

in the morning to clean the air from the night before.  

 

Powdered ink. Poured into inkwells from a metal can, like 

a teapot but with a long thin spout.  Chalk dust. School 

milk, especially when it had been standing too long in the 

sun. 

 

The changing room after a match [sweat and 

feet]. 

 

The glue pot in the woodwork shop. The glue, 

thick brown and crusty, was reputed to be 

made from horses’ hooves. Newly sawn wood; to be made into a ‘plant stand’.  

 

Share your memories [01926 330057] Next edition: the sounds of childhood.  

Images: Bradford on Avon museum; bpblogspt.com, National Trust                    Chris & Gill Rhodes 
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CHILDREN’S HOME IN VICARAGE ROAD 

 

Chris Tabor remembers that... 

 

As deputy headteacher at Manor 

Hall, North Leamington School, I 

remember a lad called Paul.  Paul 

was smartly dressed, cheerful, not 

very academic but proud to be in the 

school rugby team, except “They put 

me on the wing because I’m fast but 

then they don’t get the ball to me!” 

 

Paul lived at the local National 

Children’s Home [at the junction of 

Vicarage Road and Cubbington 

Road] and would sometimes tell tales about climbing out of an upstairs window to “escape”. 

But, he’d explain, it was for fun, just to see if you could or as a bit of a dare. 

 

I remember the day he was devastated. Aged 15, he found it unbearable that the home....his 

home.... would close and that the children would be split up and moved away. He considered 

it irresponsible. “Don’t they know, that’s where I live, that’s my home, my family.” 

 

He was moved to Birmingham. I hope he was happy there.    Chris Tabor 

 

 

The home is now the Eden Place Mental Health Nursing Home.  Research by Richard Taulbut 

suggests that the Children’s Home was originally known as Longford. It opened in 1968 with 

accommodation for 14 children. Eden Place, the mental health nursing home that is there now, 

opened in 1984, and so the Children’s Home probably closed shortly before.   

 

It has been suggested that the house was once the home of Rt Hon Anthony Eden, the 

Member of Parliament for Warwick and Leamington from 1923-1957 and Prime Minister from 

1955-1957. However, Margaret Rushton’s analysis of local Directories shows, beyond doubt, 

that the house was never owned by the Edens. Its first mention is 1908 when 

it was the property of  RW Maudslay whose family lived there until 1924, 

when Mr Edward Collins took the house. It remained in his, and then his 

widow's hands until 1935/6, when Captain Sydney Thwaites bought it. After 

his death, from 1952/3, first 'Miss Thwaites' lived there, followed by Mr L B 

Thwaites, until 1965. 

 

The only mention of Eden was in the 1936 Directory, where under Member 

of Parliament, Captain Robert Anthony Eden is named, with the address of 51, Upper George 

St, London W1.  

 
Images: Chris Rhodes; juancole 
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LILLINGTON IN 1086 

 

If you had lived in Lillington in 1085, life would have been happily uneventful.  The new motte 

and bailey castle at Warwick had seemed a threat at first but things had calmed down after 

the uncertainties following the Norman invasion nineteen years earlier.  

 

 

 

 

 

Then came the agents of the King’s Commissioners, probably to Warwick. The Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle, as near as to an eye witness account as there is, reports that the king held 

“a large meeting, and very deep consultation with his council, 

about this land; how it was occupied, and by what sort of men. 

Then sent he his men over all England into each shire; 

commissioning them to find out 'How many hundreds of hides were 

in the shire, what land the king himself had, and what stock upon 

the land; or, what dues he ought to have by the year from the 

shire.' Also he commissioned them to record in writing, ...”What, or 

how much, each man had, who was an occupier of land in 

England, either in land or in stock, and how much money it were 

worth.' So very narrowly, indeed, did he commission them to trace 

it out, that there was not one single hide, nor a yard of land, nay,.... 

nor a cow, nor a swine was there left, that was not set down in his 

writ. And all the recorded particulars were afterwards brought to 

him.” 

 

The first of the two sections of the Commissioners’ report on Lillintone (above, crossed in 
red)  [Lillington] from the Domesday Book.  The language is Latin. This is the first recorded 
evidence of the existence of the village of Lillington. 

Page from the Domesday Book 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hide_(unit)
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The Domesday entry provides a unique insight into Lillington a thousand years ago. Who lived 

there, their status in society and the basic features of the village. The text tells us that Lillington 

was assessed at four hides and that the names of the two principal villagers were Warin and 

Roger. The village consisted of 16 households, had four plough lands, nine acres of meadow 

land, some woodland and a mill [presumably on the site of the current water mill opposite the 

Rugby Ground on the Kenilworth Road]. The plough land lay in the three great open fields. 

The cottages would have been in the area round the church, and the meadow lands either 

along the course of the Bins Brook (Valley Road) or near the mill.  The cottages probably had 

small “closes” or paddocks behind them for animals, fruit trees or vegetables. Social class 

mattered: Warin and Roger were villeins. There were also nine un-named cottars or bordars. 

The cottars held less land in the common fields than the villeins, and were expected to work 

more days in the week on the lord’s land. Four of the adults are identified as “serfs” and a 

further adult as a “bondswoman”. They had no rights, and were utterly dependent on their lord. 

They were unable to move home or work, or to buy or to sell, without permission. The value 

to the parish to the Lord was £2. A further half hide of land was held by Bruning. 

The Lord of the Manor was the Count of Meulan. He was born between 1040-1050, and was 
an older brother of Henry de Beaumont, 1st Earl of Warwick. He fought at the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066, and was leader of the infantry on the right wing of the Norman army, as 
evidenced in the following near contemporary account by William of Poitiers: 

"A certain Norman, Robert, son of Roger of Beaumont, being nephew and heir to Henry, 

Count of Meulan, found himself that day in battle for the first time. He was as yet but a young 

man and he performed feats of valour worthy of perpetual remembrance. At the head of a 

troop which he commanded on the right wing he attacked with the utmost bravery and 
success". 

 

His service earned him the grant of more than 91 English manors, including Lillington, 
confiscated from the defeated English. 

 

Chris Rhodes     Sources/images: National Archive,   bayeuxtapestry.org.uk Cooper: History of 

Lillington. Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_de_Beaumont,_1st_Earl_of_Warwick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hastings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hastings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_of_Poitiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manor
https://www.bing.com/%2fsearch%3fq%3dsite%3abayeuxtapestry.org.uk%2bbayeux+tapestry
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ALDERMAN BRIGHT  1817 -1904 
 

Henry Bright was born in Sheffield in 1817, where his father Isaac and 

uncle Philip, were in business as goldsmiths. Mr Isaac Bright opened 

a shop on the Parade in Leamington Priors in 1831, - one of the first in 

the New Town, where he traded until shortly before his death in 1849. 

Mr Isaac Bright was remembered for the wonderful knife displayed in 

his shop window, said to have 100 blades. Rumour had it that the first 

boy who could open and close all the blades without cutting himself 

would be given it as a prize. 

Henry Bright came to Leamington at the age of thirteen, and he and 

his brother Edward eventually became partners in their father's 

business, which Henry continued to manage until his own retirement in 1885. 

Henry Bright was not just a tradesman: for over forty years, he became a member of the Board 

of Health, an Alderman, and later a JP. He served as Mayor three times. He laid the foundation 

stone of the new Town Hall in 1882, and subsequently presented the clock in the tower, which, 

it was claimed, “by an electrical invention of Mr Bright”, was connected to all the rooms of the 

Town Hall, to keep all the building's clocks synchronised. 

Henry Bright remembered Leamington from his arrival in the town at the age of 13, when there 

were only 6000 inhabitants, the Parade was undeveloped and Bath St and High St were the 

chief centres of business.  But his outspokenness and forthright views apart, he is best 

remembered for his untiring effort to reform the drainage system and improve Leamington’s 

domestic water quality, running a positive crusade against the pollution of the River Leam.  

Until 1870, the town was dependent on river water for its domestic supply, through the offices 

of Mr John Oldham at the Mill. Henry Bright worked tirelessly to bring a better water supply to 

the town, securing the support of Alderman Wackrill and other influential members of the 

Board.  A trial bore near the sewage works produced “quite brackish" samples, much to the 

amusement of those in favour of the river water supply.  Henry Bright had engaged the 

services of Professor Ramsey of the School of Mines, who went on to suggest a trial at a spot 

on the Campion Hills, which proved encouraging from the start.  The local authority then began 

operations on a much larger scale, - with great success. Two shafts were sunk to a depth of 

100 feet, 50 feet apart and linked by an adit, eventually producing over 600,000 gallons of 

water a day. The foundation stone of the waterworks engine-house was laid by Henry Bright 

in September 1877, and the water works themselves were completed and opened in March 

1879.   

For almost a decade, from November 1870 until the opening of the waterworks in 1879, Henry 

Bright apparently had in his shop a miniature museum of "water babies" from the river supply, 

which was added to from time to time. The museum included a small fish bottled in spirit, taken 

from a water pipe, reputedly in Clarendon Square, several pieces of service pipe with red-

brown deposits of river mud, etc. The obvious difficulty was that under normal conditions, 

Leamington water passed muster, but at others, such as flood-time, the filter beds were out of 

action and the public was served with a nasty mess which was a real menace to the well-being 
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of the town.  Various schemes were put forward and in all of these measures, Aldermen Bright, 

Bishop and Bradshaw (aka the " three Bees") worked closely together. 

However, no matter how he worked to support good causes, Henry Bright was not universally 

admired: when he first proposed the bore hole, he was thought to be out to destroy the town's 

reputation as a spa. In September 1873, he was accused in a Leamington Courier editorial of 

having "wonderful power of indiscriminate assertion" and of making a violent attack on the 

town water, -  and moreover had ignored the Courier's advice to improve filtration and install 

new settling and storage tanks.  The editorial concluded, "He has been the means of frittering 

away the reputation of the town.  He has done it incalculable injury, and the only thing he can 

show is the bore hole." 

Henry Bright was certainly the prime mover in improving the supply, but it was his opponent 

Mr Harding (during his term as Mayor) who eventually turned on the new supply in 1879.  A 

number of people felt strongly that Henry Bright should be better recognised for his 

achievement, and accordingly, set up a public subscription fund, which raised £200 (around 

£12,000 today). The Bright Obelisk, (complete with a drinking fountain fronting the Parade,) 

designed by John Cundall and built of granite by John Fell, was erected in December 1880, 

but it was not all plain sailing, -  quite apart from bitter criticism in letters to the press from river-

water aficionados about “Bright’s Baby” wasting £30,000 of public money, and the scathing 

editorial in the Courier, the erection of the obelisk occasioned a lawsuit: local landowner 

William Willes sought to prevent its completion, contending that his predecessors’ gift of the 

land in Holly Walk to the town meant only the surface of the ground, and that by digging under 

the surface to install the obelisk, the Corporation had exceeded their rights. An Injunction was 

granted, then overridden on appeal by the Master of the Rolls, who gave judgement against 

Mr Willes on the grounds that the authorities were justified in going as far beneath the ground 

as they would for the installation of sewers. 

In old age, Henry Bright suffered ill-health, but continued to attend Committee and other 

meetings when not indisposed.  He died at his home, 5 Holly Walk, in 1904 after a short illness. 

Following a brief funeral service, the cortege left Holly Walk for the railway station to begin 

Alderman Bright’s last journey to Perry Barr, 

Birmingham for cremation, according to his expressed 

wishes.  He was accompanied not only by a large 

number of family members from far and wide, but also 

by many fellow businessmen, townspeople, his fellow 

Councillors, the Fire Service and the Police. His ashes 

were returned to Sheffield to be buried in the family 

mausoleum (pictured above.)   

The engine-house foundation stone is now sited at 

the Campion Hills Water Treatment Works in the care of Severn Trent. 

Margaret Rushton 

Sources: Leamington Spa Courier; LF Cave: Royal Leamington Spa (Phillimore, 1988) Photograph of Mausoleum, © Ms C De 

Lara Bond; The Jewish Chronicle, August 2012 
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THE FRIENDS OF MIDLAND OAK PARK 

 

On Saturday 8th April, from 11 am until 3 pm, a newly-formed group, the Friends of Midland 

Oak Park, chaired by LLHS member Gary Timlin, held a public consultation day and Easter 

Egg Hunt on the park. The aim of the day was to promote interest in the park and its 

management. Gary and his team aim to improve the park for all users, from the small children 

who use the play area to teenagers and adults out walking, exercising their dogs, running and 

crossing the park en route to the shops in Leamington. 

 

LLHS had a display about the park and the famous tree. Many visitors knew about the tree 

and its demise, but were unaware that the park was once home to a Ladies' nine-hole Golf 

Course or that following WW2, it narrowly escaped being turned into the Leamington and 

District Fire Station, and only rescued for community use by the efforts of local businessman 

Arthur Pratt, who took the case as far as the Ministry of Supply in London. 

 

LLHS also provided the visual clues for the Easter Egg Hunt, taking children and teenagers 

all over the park, matching pictures of well-known Lillington buildings and places.  

The day was a great success, helped by wonderful weather. Visitors happily completed park-

users questionnaires, providing The Friends with lots of feedback. LLHS too had lots of 

interested passers-by, keen to find out more about the place that some have lived in for quite 

a number of years.                                                   M Rushton   Images Gary Timms; Mary Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lillington Local History Society Website 

The website address is: www.lillingtonhistory.org 
 

. 

 
This Newsletter is published by the Lillington Local History Society, The Chain, Crown Way, Lillington. All references 

prefixed CR refer to documents held in the County Record Office, Warwick. For further information, contact The Chain, 

Crown Way, Lillington. The views expressed in the Newsletter are personal to the contributors and are not necessarily 

the views of the Society. 

 

http://www.lillingtonhistory.org/

