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426942 

 

 

 
 

The Sheldon Tapestry Map of Warwickshire was woven around 1590 and 

is one of the highlights of the displays at the Market Hall Museum in 

Warwick. It shows the Elizabethan county of Warwickshire, which would 

have been familiar to William Shakespeare. 

 

The section above shows Lillington and its immediate area.  

 

Note that north is NOT at the top! 

 

Image: Peter Coulls and Warwickshire County Council 

Lillington Local 
History Society 

 

Our own website !!! 

 

See page 5 
 

 

http://heritage.warwickshire.gov.uk/museum-service/collections/the-sheldon-tapestry-maps/
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JOHN RADFORD REEVE 1855 - 1914 

 

Village Farm Lillington, although owned by the Wise family, 

had been tenanted by the Radford family for several 

generations, passing from father to son or brother to brother 

until the last unmarried brother, Joseph Radford, died in 

February 1875. A nephew, John Radford Reeve, who hailed 

from Leicestershire but who until then had been working as 

a draper at Messrs Marshall & Snelgrove in London, 

promptly left the capital to come and manage Village Farm, 

for his two middle-aged aunts, Mary and Susannah Radford.   

 

Notwithstanding his years in ‘trade’, once settled in Lillington, John Radford Reeve quickly 

adapted to his new role.  He was soon recognised not only as one of the most capable 

farmers in the district but as one of the best judges of stock, especially of milking cattle. John 

Reeve was highly respected throughout the county as a skilled judge of a horse, and so 

became a valued member of the horse purchase subcommittee of the Leamington 

Corporation. From 1890 to 1906 he served as a member of the Corporation, and at Council 

meetings was known for his droll humour, enlivening proceedings by occasional quotations 

from Shakespeare. John Reeve was also a good sportsman and an excellent shot. He 

provided facilities for the Leamington Rifle Club by granting ground on his farm for the Club’s 

new range. 

 

John Reeve was a staunch churchgoer. For many years he was Warden at the parish 

church of St Mary Magdalene, where in 1892 he married Laura, daughter of Mr W E Linnell, 

a Lillington farming neighbour and grocer of Regent Street.  The Reeves had four sons and 

two daughters.  Sadly, one daughter, Olive Mary, died in infancy and Lawrence, their third 

son died at sea in the early days of WW1. Lawrence is commemorated on the War Memorial 

in Lillington churchyard, and the Roll of Honour in the church itself.   

 

During the last three or four years of his life, as his health began to fail, John Reeve’s eldest 

son (also named John) took over the running of the farm, inheriting it on his father’s 

comparatively early death in June 1914.  Mrs Reeve lived on to the age of 77.  She died at 9 

South Bank, Cubbington Road, in March 1940, and is buried beside her husband in the 

churchyard.  

 

Together with Red House Farm, Manor Farm, The Grange, some cottages, allotment 

gardens, accommodation land and the Brickyard, Village Farm was put up for sale in 1920, 

but John Reeve continued to farm there for a few more years.  

 

Margaret Rushton 

 
Sources:  Familysearch.org; Leamington Spa Courier online archive; William 

Cooper: The History of Lillington, Leamington Spa.. Images Gary Timlin, 

Warwick Record Office 

 

Tesco, built on the site of the former Village Farm. 
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MANOR FARM BARNS AND OUTBUILDINGS 

 

History tells us, or at least Willaim Cooper in his “The History of Lillington” tells us,  that in 

1769 there were at least five farms in the Mannor of Lillington. Namely Red House Farm, 

Manor Farm (called North Farm in 1854), Village Farm (apparently called Middle Farm in 

1854), Grange Farm (also called Home Hall) and Forge Farm. Others are described in the 

Vicarial Tythes of Lillington. In recent times Forge Farm house has been significantly 

altered.No physical no evidence of Grange or Village Farms survives. Red House Farm 

appears on current maps, a project for further investigation? Manor House Farm, or what is 

known as Manor Farm Cottages, remains. Some outbuildings have lasted with the other 

structures being used for commercial purposes. 

 

In the days when Farm Lane (sic) met the north end of Lime Avenue you would have 

encountered Manor Farm and its many barns and outbuildings. The farm was at one time 

occupied by the Beamish family, who farmed some 220 acres. Included in the associated 

buildings were a diary, smithy and a variety of barns. Photographic evidence from the 20th 

century, shows some very large Dutch barns, overshadowing brick and stone buildings with 

slate or tiled roofs. The single storey building previously occupied by Lime Garages was 

examined and photographed in June 2011. The other barns on site were not accessible.  

 

In July 2016 the remaining barns were viewed and photographed. The roofs were covered 

with tiles made at the Napton Brickworks, the tiles being impressed with either the word 

Napton or a symbol of the Napton windmill. The bricks on the wall plate came from the 

Leamington Brick Co.. I would suggest that the remainder of the walls were from the same 

source. There is evidence that one of the barns on the south of the site has a substantial 

stone base, the material looking very similar to that of the present Manor Farm Cottage. 

 

Latterly these buildings have disappeared; consequently more of Lillington’s history has 

been lost but has been saved by the camera. 

 

Peter Coulls 

 

A building lost to the past.       Peter Coulls                              Napton Brickworks 
               Windows on Warks img: 8012 (3/7272) 
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 WEDDINGS IN THE PARISH CHURCH: 1899 

 

Lillington’s parish records of weddings can now 

be viewed on line. They hint at so many untold 

stories..... 

 

 

Eight couples were married in Lillington during 

1899 and 1900: 

 

 

 

 

Eliza Barns married George Dawson on April 4th 1899. George, 

previously unmarried, was 47, and Eliza was 30. George was a 

coachman, as had been his father. Two years later, the census 

shows them living at 21 Paradise Street in Warwick.  In 1911 his 

occupation was listed as a gentleman’s servant (valet). They had 

no children. 

 

 

In contrast, and catching the essential “two nations” nature of 

Lillington, Benjamin Wayte married Lucy Hall two days later on 

April 6th. He was a hay and corn dealer. At the time of the 1901 

census, they were living in a large house, 30 Lillington Road, had 

a son, a “monthly nurse”, a live-in cook and a housemaid. 

 

Edward Wyatt married Catherine Gibbs on 12 December. By 1911 Edward was a widower, 

and living with his widowed mother in her home in Cubbington Road, close to the Rugby 

Tavern.  He was a wheelwright. Catherine had died in 1910, and they had no known 

children. She was 35. 

 

Henry Benet married Mary Ryland Flory, of 7 Lillington Avenue, in January 1900. He was 

an army officer, serving in the 

Lancashire Fusiliers. In 1911 

he was in India, and was 

award a gallantry medal while 

serving on a “special mission” 

to Russia during World War 1.  

 

Images Fashion-Era.com; 

Warwick Record Office; 

Ancestry.com 
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New Website for Lillington Local History Society 
 

The Society has a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/lillingtonhistorygroup/   

 

Now we are planning to have a website of our own, to advertise our forthcoming events and 

to make all aspects of Lillington’s history more widely available. 

 

 

The website address will be: www.lillingtonhistory.org 

 

We hope the site will be online by the end of October, with articles, images and information 

about aspects of Lillington history - buildings, people, places, reminiscences – which will 

grow as we receive contributions. These Newsletters will also be available to download via 

the site. 

 

A committee of three, Margaret Rushton, Peter Coulls and Richard Taulbut, is putting the 

site together. Margaret Rushton is looking for contributions, which can be sent to her in any 

format. We hope it will grow into a resource for anyone interested in Lillington history. 

 

Richard Taulbut 

 

 

 

FARM NAMES: LILLINGTON  

 

We can work out quite quickly why two of the farms in Lillington 

are so named. Manor Farm lies only a few metres east from 

the Manor House, and Village Farm –on the Tesco’s site, was 

clearly close to the centre of the original village. 

 

 

 

Grange Farm, near the junction of Pound Lane and the Cubbington Road, might refer in its 

name to the original monastic landlords who held Lillington in Medieval times. A grange was 

a monastic farm, often accompanied by a tythe barn used to store village produce before it 

was transported to the landlord, in this case of Prior of the Augustinian Priory in Kenilworth. 

We know that there was a tythe barn in this area, but it may have been used to store the 

“lesser tythe” paid by Lillington’s tenants to the Vicar.                  Image and text CDMR   

https://www.facebook.com/lillingtonhistorygroup/
http://www.lillingtonhistory.org/
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THE FORMER CAMPION SCHOOL 

 

You may recall this time last year I wrote about the development of the old Campion School 

site on Leicester Street. It had previously been Leamington Municipal Technical School and 

later Leamington Central School. You may also recall the salvation project the Lillington 

Local History Society undertook to preserve some of the historic stonework from the original 

building.  

 

Quite literally the stonework was 

saved from being loaded into the 

massive crusher. We tried our best 

to salvage what we could.  

 

None of this would have been 

possible without the collaboration 

with Waterloo Housing’s Jenny 

Crowther project lead, Lloyds 

Builders and Simon Shears, site 

manager. Readers of these pages 

I’m sure have all too often learned 

of the destruction and removal of 

wonderful places of historic interest 

in the name of progress and financial gain. This time around, you can learn of quite a 

wonderful project that worked with developers to salvage some of our local history. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liaising with the site team, some pieces were picked out to be included into the new build as 

a lasting memory.   
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Months passed and finally the new development was completed. In September 2016 I 

arranged for a gathering of interested parties. The society had been given a photograph of 

the school pupils and staff, dated 1930, by Tom Lewin from the Leamington History Group. 

Pictured in the photo was William Lewin aged 12, future father of Bill Lewin, and Tom’s 

cousin. Along with the photograph was the marble tablet,  dated 1894-95, commemorating 

the original architect F. Foster and the builder G.F Smith & Sons.  

 

 I felt there to be no more a fitting 

destination than that of the present 

Campion School site in Sydenham.  On 

the left you can see the present 

headteacher,  Jassa Panesar,  attended 

by Bill and Tom Lewin who, along with 

Dave Tabor and Alan Smith, were old 

school boys of the original school. Dave 

and Alan had worked together to identify 

most of the staff who were pictured in the 

photo.  

 

The occasion was an outstanding 

experience for all those present. Campion 

School had real pieces of their history to keep, share and educate their present and future 

pupils. This is what history societies should be about, isn’t it? The project also enabled local 

people to be involved and feel an intrinsic part of this unique local project, to record and 

share their memories for us all to enjoy. Financial gain? No, Cost? None, Memories? 

Priceless.  

                              Gary Timlin 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Features from the original building, now incorporated imaginatively into the most recent 

structure. Images: Gary Timlin 
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THE SEIGE OF KENILWORTH  1267,  AND LILLINGTON 

 

If you live three miles down the road from a major siege, and the King is staying with your 

landlord, the Prior of Kenilworth Abbey, you have got to expect getting involved. 

 

The Siege itself took place between June and 

December 1266 and is known to be the 

longest siege to have taken place in 

Mediaeval Britain. The Siege was fought 

between King Henry III and supporters of 

Simon de Montfort. King Henry occupied 

Kenilworth Abbey, from whence he could 

direct the siege in person. 

 

 

 

 

Contemporary accounts record that the Canons of Kenilworth Priory were impoverished to 

such an extent that in January 1267 King Henry issued Letters Patent requiring all tenants 

of the Priory to contribute money to relieve its 

immediate financial difficulties.  This must have affected 

the people of Lillington who had probably already lost 

their seed corn for the spring sowing and the few animals 

they could afford to keep over winter. What precious 

coins might still be hidden away, were now demanded by 

the king. 

 

So, in addition to the whole of Warwickshire being 

ravaged and looted by the rebels before the siege began 

and then the King's army living off the land and making 

demands for supplies, the Priory's tenants were hit again 

after the siege ended.  

 

So, I think we can safely say that Lillington would 

definitely have been affected!       

      CDMR 

 
Image: English Heritage. Detail from Bruegel: Hunters in the snow. 

 

This Newsletter is published by the Lillington Local History Society, The Chain, Crown Way, 

Lillington. All references prefixed CR refer to documents held in the County Record Office, 

Warwick. For further information, contact The Chain, Crown Way, Lillington. The views expressed 

in the Newsletter are personal to the contributors and are not necessarily the views of the 

Society. 

 


